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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL OF STATE SCHOOL ORGANISATIONS — FUNDING 

206. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Education:  

I refer the minister to the high-quality and dedicated work that parents provide to school parents and citizens 
associations across the state.  

(1) Why has the minister cut funding to the Western Australian Council of State School Organisations from 
$290 000 per annum to just $227 000 per annum, rather than increase it by the consumer price index, as 
members on this side did when we were in government? 

(2) Why has this government withdrawn $5 000 sponsorship funding from WACSSO’s annual conference 
due to be held in August? 

(3) Is the minister aware that WACSSO will no longer be able to maintain someone in its policy research 
division to provide training to school councils and will therefore need to cease this function?  

(4) Given that under section 125 of the School Education Act it is a requirement that each school has a 
school council, how does the minister now propose that school councils, and parents throughout the 
state, receive the training and advice that they need to go about their functions and fulfil their 
responsibilities?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1)–(4) There is no doubt that every school that has a parents and citizens association, and almost every school 
does—a few that I have come across do not—benefit enormously from the P&Cs being part of the 
school. Not only do schools benefit from the work that parents do in supporting their children and the 
schools in fundraising and other activities, but also parents benefit by being part of their children’s 
education and being able to influence it.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: So why won’t you support them?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: We do support them. As a matter of fact, they are supported to a greater degree than in 
any other jurisdiction in Australia, as far as I understand.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: But you are cutting their funding by $70 000! Is that support, is it?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: WACSSO is the peak body and provides services to its member P&Cs across the state.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: We know that. Why are you cutting their funding?  

The SPEAKER: Order, member! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: There has been a review of funding of all organisations that are not directly related to the 
services that we provide in schools and in classrooms. I think that a grant of $227 000 to a peak body, which is 
the largest grant of its sort to parent groups across the country, is a very generous one. It is not the job of the 
government to provide — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: They are providing training to all the councils. That does not happen in every other state!  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: The member for Midland is muddling up P&Cs and school councils. The first part of the 
member’s question was about P&Cs and then she was talking about school councils. The member should make 
up her mind which one she is asking about — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Why don’t you ask WACSSO?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: WACSSO does not provide training to school councils.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Because they are doing that job; they are fulfilling that function. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: WACSSO does not provide training to school councils. WACSSO is involved with 
P&Cs, not with school councils.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You are wrong and you will need to correct the record of the house. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Midland, I will give you an opportunity to ask another question; you might like to 
do that in a supplementary question.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: WACSSO is the peak body for P&Cs in the government school system. School councils 
comprise a range of people, including the principal, teachers and other community officers. I have sat on and 
been part of school councils, as I suspect have other members of this house, and I have never seen training 
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provided by WACSSO. WACSSO’s primary job is to provide assistance and work as a peak body for P&Cs, not 
to work as a trainer of school councils.  
 


